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ANNIVERSARY--Villa
Grelchen Robinson holds sword ready to
cut traditional birthday cake during the
cily's 10th anniversary party as mayor Don
! Winn lormerly dndﬂtu new clvic 'bullklng

per se(Vingthe “Crossroads of Orange County. " Orange City News, January 19, 1972
— e e

Park Queen

-_alfair,

while VIP guests listen and are from left
Ralph Clark, counly supervisor; Anthony

Coco, Tustin mayor; and Don Smith,
Orange mayor. Uelebration

was an all-day

WERE TEE GOOC TIIES ARcs

AVJLLA DARK BIRTUDAY DARTY

VILILA PaRi. SLOFIIVG CIENTER
Szturdey, Janu.ry 15
* 10a.m, to 4p.m,

Villa Park Enjoys 148
" Birthday Celebration

The communit nf?llln
Park dullghtez in a
successful 20th birthday
celebration Sunday, Jan.
17, in the Villa Park
Center, Citizens of all
mges turned out in large
. Numbers to participate in
the day's evenls, run the 2
or 5 mile route, view the
parade, [east on
barbecued hamburgers
and birthday cake, and
drink a toast to their
home town on the big
occaslon
Chairman Mary Silzel

and Mayor Bob Helton
extend sincere thanks to
the committee of hard-
working chairmen and
their volunteers who put
together a day of western
lun and nostalgia: Chuck
and Peggy Beesley, food
service; John Frackelton
with Ev Elliott, beverage
service; Mary and Djck
Wright, parade
chairmen: Cathy Wells
mugs and tickets; Jim
Christensen, music, and
Karen Christensen, Villa

MILS-LONG PARADE

From Serrano down Santiapo, past the shopping
center to Lemon, and north to Taft.

HOI-DOGS ~DIME PEPS| for & NICKEL

TACOS: DONUTS :

FOPCCRN: COFF=C:

BEER GARDEN AND BARBERGLEOF CHCRUS.
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The city’s only 25,
but area history goes
back over 100 years

By Josie Cabiglio
The Register

hen the first residents came to

Villa Park in the 1B00s, they
were surrounded by mountains, roll
ing hills and not much else. Despite
construction of a shopping center and
housing subdivisions during the past
century — and incorporation 25 years
ago — the community has retained 1ts
rural atmosphere

As Villa Park residents prepare
Sunday to celebrate the city s quarter
century mark, they also are rejoicing
that they have been able to keep the
close-knit residential community
much the same as what pro-cityhood
forces in 1962 fought to maintain

Though most of the area s orange
groves are gone, replaced by large
homes and a small shopping center

FROM 1

20th and now 25th birthday celebra-
tions, said Wells, 53, who has lived In
the city since 1968

““All have been done by citizen com-
mittees,”' said Wells, who with several
other volunteers — including former
City Council members and past presi-
dents of the active Villa Park Wom-
jen’s League — Sunday will perform in
a birthday celebration vanety show
““That's one of the nice things about
this town. Whenever something needs

“ROM 12
Park

villa Park School became part of
the Orange Unified School District in
1954
People

Olympic gold came 10 Villa Park 1n
1928 -thanks to James Workman, who
then was a student al the University of
California, Berkeley Workman, who
in 1963 became Villa Park's second
mavor, brought gold-medal fame 10
the United States as a member of the
Olympic rowing crew al Amsterdam

Agriculture
When the area’s first houses Werc
built in the late 1800s, Villa Park's
commercial business was Brapes,
mostly muscats for raisins Until 1887,
when blight struck the vineyards, the
-area was known as the raisin capital
of the world
Water, which Villa Park got from
ditches and wooden flumes that car-
ried it from the submerged dam 1In
Santiago Creek, was in limited supply
and ranchers sought drought-resis
tant crops
By 1909. ranchers had converted
(rom berries, vegetables and apricols
to Valencia oranges, which for years
were hauled 1o West Orange for ship
ment
The Villa Park Orchards Associa
tion was organized in 1912 and still is
in operation, now packing fruit from
orchards as distant as the area around
Escondido in San Diego County

Aleo in 1912, the Central Lemon
Association formed on the north side
of Vills Park Road Many have said
that Central Lemon was the largest
lemon house in the world at one hime
Loulse Booth wrote in her 19/6 edition
“Villa Park, Then and Now Ihe
aciation = ¥ivi d in 1960, becausé

s
(0T

! i-.-‘"ﬂlhﬂ-"‘ "i-'

——_

b et

e e a

Richard Polley wlill lead the Cerro Villa Junior High School band during anniversary celebrations on Saturday
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that houses City Hall, the community
remains a rélaxing haven for resi
dents who work in the hustle-bustie
cities surrounding their 26-square-
mile city, longtime residents said

The city, which always has been fis
cally sound, is 97 percent developed,
City Manager Carolyn Wallace said
Its annual budget of $1.6 million 1s
augmented by a reserve of approxi
mately $1.7 million, she said

For the city’s immediate future, its

to be done, you can find someone with

the expertise to do it.”

As revelers Sunday will find out,
Villa Park goes back a long way be-
fore its 1962 incorporation as Orange
County's 24th city

Housing tracls
In 1875, the two major tracts of Villa
Park were formed: the Lotspeich

Tract bordered by Santiago Boule-
vard, Sycamore Street, the foothilis

of poor profits and the unceriain fu
ture of old groves, as well as the rapid
building of housing tracts in the area

By 1914 the Villa Park Orchards
Association, which originally packed
out of a small shed belonging to South
ern Pacific Railroad, had its own

building
The first president of the associa

tion's board of directors was Willard
Smith. who served for 36 years, to be
replaced by Harold Brewer, w ho in his
retirement in 1970 had logged 40 years
with the organization, 11 of them as
president-

In 1913, the [first deep well was
drilled to a depth of 430 feet on the
Owen Handy property on Villa Park
Road

In December 1927, the Santiago Well
Co.. the Grey Tract Well Co. and the
Cerro Villa Mutual Water Co consoli-
dated to form the Villa Park Mutual
Water Co
Zoning

In March 1953, Cerro Villa Heights
residents Harold Brewer and Ted
Walker circulated a petition opposing
a proposed chicken ranch on the north
side of Valley Boulevard

1 didn’t want a chicken ranch nexl
to me,” said Brewer, a Villa Park res-
ident since 1922, who celebrates his
96th birthday Friday. Brewer lives In
a two-story colonial house he had built
in 1930 The home is on Brewer Way,
which was named after him

The petition, which Brewer and
Walker presented to Orange County
supervisors, sald area residents
wanted their community zoned for
small estates of no less than 20,000
square [eet, with no commercial ani
mal farms allowed, Brewer said

Within two years, all of Villa Park
accepled the same zoning plan

In 1954. a commitiee of residents
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dard or deteriorated housing.”

shopping center at Wanda Road and
Santiago Boulevard, belonging to the
Villa
someday could be developed into com-
mercial property, Wallace said. City
officials do not yet have plans o de-
velop that area, she said

where it's easy to get involved if you
want 1o,
Wells, whose husband, Jim, served
two lerms as a city counciiman
a small, cohesive community and a
wonderful place to bring up children.”

way Villa Park residents have gotten
involved in planning the city’s 10th
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Michale CardonThe Regisier

approximately 7,000 residents are in-
terested in maintaining the status quo
and figuring out a way to deal with the
increasing traffic’'caused by develop-
ments in East Orange, she said
Residents “'like the rural-type atmo-
sphere even though they are in an ur-
ban area,”” Wallace said. Homes "are
well-maintained. Villa Park is not go-
ing to have to worry about substan

One parcel of land adjacent to the

Park Orchards Association,

Villa Park “is the kind of place

said city historian Cathy

It’s

That cohesiveness is evident in the

Please see ANNIVERSARY/2

ANNIVERSARY: Area’s history stretches back more than 100 years

and Wnndzi Road; and the Gray Tract
which took in the area north of Santi

ago to the hills
Later the two tracls were combined

into what eventually became Cerro
Villa Heights, now the northeast por
tion of the city

Education

The first Villa Park school, Moun
tain View School, was established in
1880 in a small shed on the James M

from Orange. Olive (now & part of
Orange), Villa Park El Modena (also
now a part of Orange) and "Orange
Park Acres formed 1o wor k on a zon
ing plan that would benefit the enuire
area, Brewer recalled

The commitiee agreed that the Or
ange property abulling Villa Park
should be zoned for 10,000-square fool
lots to ease into Villa Park's 20,000
square-foot lots he said

But a change in the Orange City
Council led to zomng of 7,000-square
foot Jots next to Villa Park and “that
blew up the people of Villa Park,"”
Brewer said

“We didn’t want crackerbox subdi-
visions (next door),” he said. “If it
had not been zoned as It 1s, YOU
wouldn't see all these big houses."”

In 1955, about 24 couples met al the
home of Robert and Patncia Hitt to
organize the Villa Park Property
Owners' Associalion, which soon af-
terward appeared before Orange
County Supervisors and walked away
with a zoning policy for sand-and
gravel companies

The supervisors action prev ented
the building of new asphalt plants and
limited activities of the gravel compa-
nies. which had been crealing exces-
sive dust and traffic through the Villa

Park area
Cityhood drive

On May 4, 1961, the Property Own-
ers Association voted 61 10 4 toslart a

petition drive 1o incorporale the com
munity and save it from possible an

nexation and zone changes by Orange,

Brewer said
After a bitter three-month battle be

iween residents who felt Villa Park
could not survive financially as a QY
and 1those who said cityhood was the
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Coke Bottle Throw
Fillowr Bounce

Dart Balloon Game

COME SEL
VILLA PARZ'S FIRST AI'NUAL ART FAIR:

and more and more and more and.

SPECIAL DESSERT — Party goers were trealed 10 the city's
“rthday cake decorated by Georgla Amasis. (photo by Sikes)

Full slate of activities planned for birthday

Corp.. a non-profit organization also
is planned

Special 25th birthday T-shirts and
jackets will be on sale throughout the
day. Each bears the logo created spe-
cifically for the silver anniversary by
Taffy Sitzman, a Villa Park callhigra
pher and design artusl

Proceeds from the sales will help

program will be Kent Christensen s
contemporary group, “The
Mudsters,”” barbershop quartels
*“Nickel Beer” and “Seanotes,” the
Frank Amoss Dixieland Band “'Mis
sissippi Mudders,” the Santa Ana
Golden City Chorus, a 40-member bar-
bershop chorus, the Cypress College

the U.S. Marine Corps Band and Color
Guard, a 45-foot-long replica of the
U.S. Navy cruiser USS Los Angeles,
the Wells Fargo Stage, the Villa Park
High School flags drill team, ghildren
costumed as well-known books, an
honor band of combined musigians
from El Modena and Canyon high

10K run, parade
start off a day filled
with entertainment

The Register :
schools, the Cerro Villa Junior High Camarata Singers and bluegrass and
aylong activities are p]annr:ddfnr ¢chool Band, Model-T Fords and Dis: country-wesiern entertainers meet the costs of presenting the cele-
Villa Park residents Sunday, ncy!and characters, Silzel said . . bration, Silzel said
when the city holds a celebration A brief ceremony opening the m‘ﬁ;n P[iﬂdl::;gei?: ?:Hi’ H::;g;i Arrangements for the all-city birth-
s P day party have been made by the Villa

“birthday party”” will be held in front
of City Hall at the end of the parade,
she said. Congressman William Dan
nemeyer will be one of the guests at
the ceremony, she said

The continuous entertainment will
begin as the parade arrives at the cen-
ter, stretching throughout the after
noon and ending at approximately /
p.m., she said

Food and beverage booths featuring
all types of refreshments, games, COn
tests, historical displays and activi-
ties involving youth, philanthropic
and civic groups will form the back-
drop for a host of local professional
groups that will entertain revelers

Providing a widely vaned musical

““The Billy Bob and Ken Radio Show,
spinning "50s and "60s records by re-
quest and sending out dedications
Also performing, under the direc-
tion of Karen Christensen, will be the
past presidents of the Villa Park
Women's League and past members
of the Villa Park City Council. The
group will present a song and-dance
routine with fireworks and balloons

Lining up the day’'s entertainment
are Kay and Nick Rogers, with special
hometown emcees handling the all
day show presented on an outdoor
lighted stage

A continuous drawing for the “Re-
verse Raffle” sponsored by the Villa
Park Community Access Television

marking its 25 years ol incorporation
The all-community party, which
will be held in the Town Center at
Wanda Road and Santiago Boulevard,
will recognize the history and flavor of
Orange County's smallest city, said
Mary Silzel, who has been involved in
coordinating acuvities
An early morning 10-kilometer run
through the city will kick off the festiv-
ities, followed by an 11 am parade
The 2%-mile parade route begins on
Taft Avenue at Villa Park High
School, and heads east 10 Sycamore
Street, where It turns south to Santi-
ago Boulevard, then heads west and
ends at the Town Center at about 12:30
m
Y Special parade attraclions will be

Park 25th Anniversary Steerning Com-
mittee, chaired by Jim and Lorraine
Glenn

Serving as assistants are Nick and
Kay Rogers, John and Joel Johnson,
Judy and Wayne Johnson, Ginger and
Jim Kleerup; Pat and Stan Siegel;
Scott, Woody and Marilyn English;
Chuck and Peggy Beesley, Jean and
John Broussard; Ann and .Joun
Frackelton: Jeri and Hal Salda. :mi;
Joe and Marge Conway; Hal Tipton,
Karen and Jim Christensen; Cathy
and Jim Wells: Taffy Sitzman; and
Mary and Wayne Silzel

Kathy Barrish and Bob Helton serve
as representatives from the Villa
Park City Council

the oraclej

villa park high school, villa park, ca.

tk celebrates 20th anniversary

area resident crowned as miss villa park in honor of the city’s incorporation
4 by Ken Salgado

‘ As the veleran music came to an abrupt halt, a crowd be-
- gan 1o gather around the stage. Twelve pratty Villa Park girls
dressed In attire fitting for the occaslon, assembled behl.m::.
the scaffold walling intently and nervously for what each had
antlicipated would be thelr name
w:.lrhn;] m:m Park Mayor D. Robert Helton calmly Introduced the

estanis one by one, a horde ol people (an est! 2,000
to 2,500) buzzed with anticipation - o
; “Oh, she's pretly,” commenied one lady In between biles
1 of her hot dog.

Nex! 1o her stood a young boy, about the age of ten, sipping
on his coke and looking as though his eyes might burst out of
his head at any given momenl.

Standing a few feet away were \wo teenage boys, decked
?Ultm their western duds and whistling to their heart's con-

en .

Surrounded by such, the conteslants were Introduced and
the moment of truth finally arrived

After a slight pause, an exciled Dr. Helton announced
'I‘Anr.!.lhﬂ winner for Miss Villa Park of 1882 Is . .. Laura Wyn:

ers

But an even more excltied, more overjoyed Miss Wynters be-
gan to cry as she was crowned admidst the admiring throng.

The serving of a huge birthday cake, decorated with the city
seal, ensued, capping the end of an exhausling, yet fun-filled
day: the clly’s Twentieth Anniversary of its Incorporation.

With the inception of the parade, featuring the schod
bands of Villa Park and Cerro Viila, the day began rathe
eventiully at the Villa Park center.

. As lhe parade ran Its 6% mile route through the streets of
=1 Villa Park, many people wandered outside of thelr homes In
acknowledgemeni of thelr city, a metropolis born In 1962,

Closely following the bands In the parade were a collection
of antique and classic cars, Including a 1947 fire truck on
which the 12 Miss Villa Park contestants were carried.

Simultaneously, many bodies endured near perfect weath-
er conditions to compete In the two mile and the five mile
runs which climaxad on VillaPark’s athletic fleld.— - "

Long lines of people feasted on a western barbecue picnic
consisting of hamburgers, hot dogs, chile, potalo salad, cole
! slaw, and macaronl among other edibles.

Along with displaying the antique cars, celebrants were
treatled to presentatlons of past Villa Park history and histor-
ical Items courlesy of the Villa Park Women's League and
Wells Fargo Bank
. In correspondence with the celebration's western theme,

many people sported modern western attire. In addition, a
' western band provided entertainment for the people, many of

friday, January 22, 1982

villa

16-year ol

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! ... Villa lrklnl enjoy themselves
as they listen to the country band, at Villa Park's 20th
sirthday celebration last Sunday.

Smith ranch, with Julie Foster as the
teacher. A tlwo-room schoolhouse wWas
constructed at the corner of Lincoln
Circle and Center Drive in 1883 and
the name of the school in 1910 was
changed to Villa Park School to corre
spond with the community s postal ad

dress
In 1903, Orange High School was
built and the first graduate in 1904 was
Helen Mae Billingsley from Villa
Please see ANNIVERSARY /13

(photo by Sitzman)

only answer, Cilizens on Jan. 2 voled
146 to 134 in favor of incorporation he
said

Five men Arthur Craft, Carl G
Hays, Don Hein, Walter Schniepp and
James T. Workman — were chosen 10
act as the new city's first council. The
council members who to this day
receive no money for their ume -
appointed Cralt as the city’'s [irst
mayor

The council, with the help ol some of
the property OWncrs, constructed an
office in the old Villa Park Hall on

Villa Park To Celebrate
Anniversary With Parade

be a mile-long parade starting at
10 a.m. and an all-day festival at
the shopping center, Wanda and
Santiago Road.

Miss Gretchen Robinson, the

VILLA PARK — When the city
of Villa Park marks its 10th
anniversary, Jinuary 15, there will

| B : 1
:FI:'II'!:I Ir:liﬁ ng;iiﬂ;ﬂi:;?':?;f 3rp§.rn1y f”-} _?';j_ city's new Miss Villa Park, will cut whom were seen square dancing
business a giant birthday cake serving up Souveniers, including decals and coffee mugs bearing the
Rezoning became necessary in 1967 portions to guests. seal ol Villa Park on the inscription, and any profit resuiling
because of problems selling and The parade will feature bands, ! from them or the celebration will be set aside for an outdoor
developing the land near the Orange riding groups, performing dﬂg‘i- " music concert in front of the city hall as a further extension in
border. Villa Park’s Master Plan was floats, clowns and even lion cubs. honoring the city’s Twentieth birthday
revised for a buffer zone on the wes® Parade units will include bands According 1o co-chairman Mary Siizel, in agreement with
ern section of the city. City officials from Villa Park and Orange High Mayor Helton, “Participation was tremendous.’
allotted 52 acres for & 000-square-foot Schools, Cerro Villa Junior ]:“Eh , Summing up the day as a definite success, Silzel poinled
lots to have no more than three dwell- and Santa Ana t.‘.n'll;chh tﬂ; HI: | out thal, “Teamwork was the key."
ings per acre, which would blend into 4 f wll::sbgjn:din by t;lmn:g ::;:1
33 acres of 12,000-square-foot units Enll S :htcﬂi‘::::;’i Bmkpgluwnrﬁ
;ltﬁcisbi:flhngspcr acre, Booth said | D D Trasiiy Aoty
That section gradually meels to the riders fm"{_l,. 11:]: LE:I :th;
cast the 20,000-square-fool lots with i:am;n;:; :nTiﬁ?i; P:u':t s;hlu.
:;f?fh‘.:_-n:;r::er Acre thal IS SR e Fqur festival entertainment, there
In the Jate spring of 1970. the Villa wiL b:h the Dr:;-.g: ‘I‘m:r;: Fhii:
Park Shopping Center opened and n- barbershop dqu:. et in e
cluded the city's civic cenler garden and Emmas QMex
Brewer, who was on the commitlee Dancers rﬁ:r!'nnmng in 'm]tn:m:;
to incorporate Villa Park, is pleased The Villa Park Women Iﬂiﬁs
wilth his involvemenl and Villa Park Frupn-tyns by
Was incorporation worth it? i Association are joint sponso 5
the event with the city. Mrs

william Zakowicz 18 birthday

“Oh yes. Just drive around through
chairman.

the city and see what IS here. Houses
aren't side by side. 1 don't like 10 have
somebody looking down the back of
my neck every lime he looks oul the

Brewer said. then smiled os

window
irec-filled

he looked into his large
back vard '



e

—

S

them. *

By Enrique Rangel
The Register

VILLA PARK — When the city
incorporated in 1962, citrus trees

outnumbered the 830 residents.
Now it is the other way around

Only a few citrus trees remain and
the city's population has grown (o

nearly 7,000

Despite the population Increase,
Villa Park is, as it was L5 years
ago-Orange County’s smallest mu-

nicipality in terms of population

Residents say they are proud
that their 2.8-square-mile commu-
nity was able to remain small and
retain a semirural atmosphere
while other county cities, parucu-
larty” those that incorporated at
about the same time, grew consid-

erably larger

The city’s 25th anniversary cele-

bration, to be held Sunday, “‘will
recognize the history and flavor of
Orange County’s smallest city,”
said Mary Silzel, one of several or-
ganizers of the event and the wile
of Councilman Wayne Silzel

A well-manicured island sur-
rounded by the city of Orange and
unincorporated territory, Villa

B4

EDITORIAL

The Orange County Register

lvilla Park

L

otes To Become County's 24th Cit

Society C10

' in which-to decide 'wheéther-ornot
Yor incorporation in next Tuesday’s spe-
alal election.

=% It is no easy “yes” or “no” decision.

== Emotions are involved, as are life-
time invesiments, political philosdphy and
personalities.

“But The Daily Ne
weigh the facts without emotion to arrive
at its decision.

We have grave doubts that the new
city’s income actually will be as good as
proponents of incorporation say it will be.

They say property taxes, business
license fees, state tax rebates (on gasoline
and auto licenses) and other state funds
will produce $34,450 per year.

We doubt the business license fees
will flow in so easily. It will take some
costly work to “bird dog” service contrac-
tors working in the area to collect from

Some of the state funds are earmark-

"ed for special uses and Villa Park’s future
planning for a “minimum service” com-
munity with little or no change probably
will not allow the new city to use some
of the funds. | )
We also entertain some sincere
doubts that costs to the new city will stay
as low as they are estimated. Sheriff’s
patrol is likely to cost more than $5,700

Villa Park is county’s smallest city

Park is the only city in the county
where there are no sidewalks, ex-
cept on school sites, city officials

and residents said.

The minimum lot size is a half-
acre. No other city in the county
has such a requirement. Home
prices range from $350,000 to
$500,000, according to real-estate

agents.

The only lighting at night comes
from those houses with outdoor
lighting. The city has no street
lights. Horse trails and stables are
a common sight in some sections of

the city.

These elements give Villa Park
residents

its semirural flavor,
said

““That's what we cherish s0

much,” said Bill Morrow, 67, @&

longtime resident. ““We like our

horse trails, our large lots and the
close community that we have."

Villa Park has deliberately

avoided the dense growth experi-
enced by some other county cities,
officials and residents said. While
other cities have allowed condo-

miniums, apartment complexes

and industrial and commercial de-
velopment, Villa Park has stuck

VILLA PARK:
City has one
shopping area

FROM Bt

Villa Park Women's League keep

in touch with the residents, she

sald. [f someone has a sick relative
or a death in the family, league
members help the family

The desire to remain small and
preserve a semirural atmosphere
led to the successful incorporation
drnive 25 years ago, several long-
time residents said

Harold Brewer, 95, is credited
with launching the incorporation
drive,

At that time, unincorporated Vil-
la Park was within Orange's
sphere of influence, Brewer said
The sphere-of-influence designa-
tion meant Orange had a nght to
extend its city boundaries to in-
clude Villa Park

Orange was allowing more de-
velopment per acre than was de-
sired by Villa Park residents, who
wanted a community with no
apartment complexes or commer-
cial or industrial development,
Brewer said

Orange's plans to annex some
land to build a senior-citizen hous-
Ing project finally prompted Villa
Park residents to set up their own

city, Brewer said.

After the city incorporated, it
had to learn how to survive finan-
cially, said Louise Booth, 76, a life-
long resident and author of a city
history book titled “'Villa Park:
Then and Now." .

Other than a citrus-packing
house, the city had no businesses or
Industry to generate commercial
tax revenue to pay for city ser-
vices, Booth said. Villa Park had to
rely mainly on property taxes

Eventually, the packing house
went out of business and the city
wllowed construction of the Town
Center. [t remains the city's only

ource of commercial tnxes, Booth
if Ii CitYy 'J”H !|I|'-- '~.I|1l
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Statistics C11, 12
Additional Local News C-2, 3, 4

.ws has tried to

Because the city's income comés
mainly from residential property
taxes, it must curtail spending and
can only offer limited services —
such as street maintenance and po-
lice and fire protection — to resi-
dents, said Councilman Silzel. Vil-
la Park contracts with the county
for police and fire services.

“The City Council has always
been very responsible,” Booth
sald. ""That is one of the reasons we
have survived as a city. They
watch how every dollar is spent."

Residents -understand the rea-
son for limited city services

“We like to take care of our own
problems,"” said 19-year resident
Cathy Wells. “We are all happy
with the way things have turmed
out.”’

Other county cities that INCOrpo-
rated at about the same time as

Villa Park looked more favorably
upon growth

6—The Orange DAILY NEWS

ORANGE. CALIF(IRH!IE.EI
Friday, December 29, 1

- Incorporation of Vil

2 Ixiilla-Parkers have onedong-weekend =—--per-year,

to vote ™ up.

firmly to its rule of only one hous-
ing unit per half-acre, said Council-
man Silzel.

The only commercial develop-
ment is the Town Center, a block-
long shopping center that includes
small shops, a gas station and City
Hall, Villa Park has no industry,
and the City Council intends to dis-
courage any commercial or indus-
trial developers, Silzel said

That has brought some criticism
for the city, particularly from non-
residents who say that Villa Park's
half-acre lot requirement contrib-
utes to the high housing prices and
prevents many people from mov-
ing to the city,

But the half-acre minimum has
been part of the city’s master plan
since it incorporated and was not
established to prevent people from
moving to Villa Park, the Silzels
said.

“For some it may be a dream to
live here,” Mary Silzel said. " But
it is not the property values that
make our community unique, it's
the people who live here. We all
care about one another.”

Community groups such as the

Please see VILLA PARK/B4

Monday, March 30, 1987

Charlaine Brown The Register
Harold Erewef. 95, Is credited with starting the Villa Park Incorporation
drive. Orange’s plans to annex land prompted residents to act, he said.

Cypress, Fountain Valley, Los
Alamitos, La Palma, San Juan Ca-
pistrano and Stanton incorporated
between 1955 and 1962

With the exception of La Palma
and Stanton, those cities had plen-
ty of available, unincorporated
land nearby and growth was ex-
pected, officials of those cities
said.

But even La Palma and Stanton,
which like Villa Park had limited
territory on which to build, grew
considerably more than Villa
Park

I'hat growth was planned, offi-
cials from La Palma and Stanton
said. The two cities wanted a bal-
ance of residential, commercial
and industrial development

La Palma, which had 500 resi-
dents when it incorporated in 1955,
now has about 16,000 residents.
Since 1962 the city has experienced
a 1,600 percent population in-

@he Tie
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“ We Cast Our Vote Against

la Park

Because of these econo :
the horizon and because W€ fear the in-
corporation of Villa Park literally will
hamper efficient development of sewer,
water, street and other services in Orange
areas abutting the proposed city, we must
oppose incorporation.

The Daily News is in complete sym-
pathy with residents of Villa Park who
seek the right of “self-determination” for
future development.

We understand the overpowering de-
sire they have to protect the integrity of
one of the most beautiful—and one of the
last remaining—rural areas in Orange
County where $100,000 estate homes are
welcome and appropriate.,

But we also believe that the overall
good of the entire northeastern quadrant
of Orange County—and, of course, the city
of Orange—will best be served if the area
is not incorporated as a seperate city.

The majority will rule after the votes
are counted in Tuesday’s election.

We recommend a “no’ vote, but fer-
vently hope the winners, the losers and
their neighbors in Orange—regarau.e:s of
the outcome of the election—will accept
the majority decision and work i.:; the
common good of the area.

'Stables are common among the large Villa Park residences, Cathy Salzman and son lan tend to their horses.
!
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Villa Park

at a glance

Population: 6,966, the

| county s

least populous City

. Size: 2 8 square miles

Meadian income. $49.616 In

1980, the last year for which

| county statistics are available

Only Newport Baach and

| Laguna Beach ranked higher

| Home prices: $350,000 to

L $500,000

| Education: In 1980, 43

} percent of the adult popuiation

| had four years or more of
college

Source: Orange County Adminisirativg
Office: City of Villa Park’ read-estate

agers
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City council salaries in Orange County

County s 26 cilies
Monthly pay for council members in Orange

ranges from a high of $825 per council member In Santa Ana 10
nothing In Villa Park, where council members serve for free

| Amounts listed below do not include mileage, meals or other
reimbursed expenses, Or pension and health benefits in those cilies
where they are available 10 council members

Monthly pay Cost per
Pay per council 1,000 Size/
rank Ciy member members Population rank
' ubs 25 §365 225774 2
;‘ ﬁ:l:e:fnn?‘ﬂ suuuo 337 237506 1
3 Fullerion 700 640 109319 5
4 Costa Mesa® 630 715 BB127 B
5 Buena Park’ 610 928 65699 11
' ? 600 676 88711 7
g grﬂar:éﬂ 600 590 101,639 6
8’ Newport Beach® 594.07 8Bs 67,125 10
g Garden Grove® 546.05 411 132,766 4
10 Tustin® 460 10.76 42,735 14
ter 450 616 73000 9
112 g:igmnse 447.43 1364 32800 18
13’ Cypress 377.14 Bas 42611 15
14 La Palma 360 22135 16,106 24
15 San Juan Cap.” 360 1602 22478 22
3 325 674 48,192 13
:g‘ lt::sH:.lt:r?mm 300 2514 11932 25
18 Stanton 282.86 10.14 27883 20
19 Fountain Valley 262.50 476 55141 12
20" Huntington Beach 175 095 184280 3
n Clemente 217.50 680 31966 19
3;' ﬁal Beach’ 185 877 27335 20
23 Laguna Beach 150 805 18645 23
24’ Placentia 150 391 38368 17
25 Yorba Linda 150 383 39,143 16
26 Villa Park 0 -0- 6,966 26

' Charter city
2 Mayors in these cities are paid higher salaries than

members
) Amount includes extra pay for attending councl, redevelopment,

housing authority or other meelings
Source City ufias, State Department of Finance S - /76 — 57
The Register

are council

' Ballot measure |
may halt growth
in Villa Park

. Could open city to lawsuits
By Cathl Firor |
Register statl writer -

VILLA PARK — City residents next spring may wrest
control over important land use decisions from their City
Council when they vote on an initiative measure to appear
on the April 13 ballot.

The initiative, in fact, has drawn statewide attention
because of its potential impact on the zoning powers
normally reserved to city councils

The measure, if approved, would require a special
citywide election to approve any future zone changes that
allow more housing units on a piece of property than under
existing zoning designations.

+ Backers of the initiative collected signatures from 1,500
u;{auu: city's 4,100 registered voters to qualify it for the

Thexissue. however, formally came before the Cily
Council last Thursday when councilmembers had the

option to adopt the provisions of the initiative outright or
place it on the ballot.

. tlllu'.:ntil members unanimously chose to place it on the
allot.

They criticized the measure because it would limit their
own power and because it would place the ecity in a
precarious legal position.

The initiative was generated by city residents afraid of
future apartment and condominium construction.

City Attorney Leonard Hampel said the measure al-
ready has received statewide attention because it could
make this small hillside community a state testing ground
for other cities reluctant to adopt state-mandated housing
plans for the lower-middle class and the poor. It also could
En _t]r;e city up to lawsuits from fair housing advocates,

sald.

“To adopt an ordinance of this nature could have
precedent value,” Hampel said. “‘Suddenly the issue’
would be “Why couldn’t we do this in Santa Ana?’ Then we
become a threal to the statewide housing plan.”

Villa Park, however, will draw the same [ire from the

Charisine BrownThe Fegister

e

Small city has big plans
for 25th anniversary party

The Register

A parade, lood booths, music,
raffles and historical displays
are some of the treats planned
for Villa Park's 25th anniversa-
ry celebration Sunday

A six-kilometer walk through
the city will kick off the celebra-
tion, members of the event's
steering committee said

The walk will start at 8 a.m. at
Cerro Villa Junior High School,
17852 Serrano Ave., and con-
clude at the Town Center shop-
ping complex, 17855 Santiago
Blvd. The public is invited to
participate. No registration or
fees are required

At 11 a.m., a parade will trav-
el from Villa Park High School,
18042 Taft Ave., to Sycamore
Street. On Sycamore Street it
will head south to Santiago Bou-
levard and then west to the
Town Center shopping complex.

The 2V>mile, 90-minute pa-
rade will feature marching
bands, marchers in costumes,

su:'ljc if the ordinance is adopted by the city voters, Hampel
said.

But councilmen suggested that the ballot might contain
other alternatives that would have the same effect without
harsh legal consequences.

The council presently has the right to approve or deny
any developer requests. Historically, councilmembers
have opposed high-density or low-cost apartments, home
or condominiums : ‘

But a recent request by the W.P. Warmington Co. to
convert the 8.5-acre Packing House property into 62 town-
houses, was nearly approved by the council, some resi-
dents said, and that prompted the initiative drive. ;

"'l think the council understands our position now."
Pam Fasbender, one of the initiative's petitioners said
alter the council's decision. “We have a very small
Egrﬁmhgrf everyone knows everyone else, and 1

ring our community eve
than before." i ok logeﬂlmr

Councilman Wayne Silzel criticized petitioners. He said
H.:te ordinance is unnecessary because “the issue in ques-
tion Is a mother-and-apple-pie matter Lo which we are all
firmly committed; namely, preservation of the present
n:;[nl lifestyle of Villa Park.”

_He and Councilman Robert McGowan agreed that peti-
tioners wanted to take away the council’s local mntr:t;{
housing, gl*en le_lzh it historically had voted against low

cost or high-density apartments and condominiums.

Villa Park has not presently adopted a housing element
for lower-income residents, though the Southern Califor-
nia Association of Governments said it needs to build at
least 147 unilts.

The city has received correspondence (rom

I. Department of Housing and ETmmurﬂty Deveui:p:::l:
criticizing its lack of low-cost housing. In order to follow

State laws, Villa Park must have a housing plan approved

antique cars, local celebrities
such as city founders and City
Council members — and youth
groups, the organizers said

In the afternoon, at the Town -
Center complex, there will be
food and beverage booths, his
torical displays, music, sale of |\
25th anmiversary T-shirts and—-
raffles for prizes ranging from .
§2 worth of lottery tickets to
$10,000 cash. The 300 raffle tick-
ets cost $100 each, said Mary
Silzel, one of the organizers of
the event. On-street parking s .
available nearby

Proceeds from the sales and
the raffle will help meet the
costs of the all-day celebration;
organizers said. The celebra-
tion is expected to cost 515,000 to
$20,000 el

.

In the event that the commuit-
tee members cannot raise the,
entire amount, the City Council
will contmbute as much as
$3,500, City Councilman Wayne
Silzel said .

by the state,
Maxine Spellman, HCD community development repre-

crease, compared to Villa Park's
843 percent increase during those
same years, according to popula-
tion figures from the Orange Coun-
ty Administrative Office. La Pal-
ma occuples a l.6-square-mile
area, 1.2square miles less than Vil-

la Park.

La Palma grew rapidly dunng
the late 1960s and the 1970s because
it allowed condominium and apart-
ment complexes, said 12-year

Councilman Dan Collins.
Stanton, which occupies a 3.1-

square-mile area, grew from about
11,000 in 1962 to approximately
28,000 in 1987, a 254 percent In-
crease, ;

While not as big a percentage
increase as Villa Park's, by 1962
“the city had grown considera-
bly,"” said 2-year Councilwoman
Martha Weishaupt. “"We tried to
build the city and we did."

The difference between Stanton
and Villa Park is that the former
allowed construction of apartment
complexes and condominums,

sentalive, said the Initiative may be against state law, but

sald she would not comment further until
Councilman Edward Allen said. ' B e “f 17,1

“Qur priorities are probably dif-
ferent because of the characters
involved,” Allen said. “In othér
words, the people in Villa Park are
more affluent and their priorities
are bigger homes and more
space." b8 i

And if Villa Park residents have
their say, those priorities will re-
main, officials and residents s&Td.

“Qur city is nearly 100 percent
developed,” City Manager Carolyn
Wallace said. "'l don't expect it to
pass the 8,000 population mark.™

“The people are determined 'to

maintain the small, rural atmo-
sphere,'" she said. ‘I don't see how

it can grow."

L
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Invitations to view the homes'have been sen! to members and gue
of the Orange YWomen's and Junior Women's Clubs, Santa A

Women's and Junior Women's Clubs, and the Canyon Women's C

HOME TOUR — Villa Park Women's Leagus members (from left) Mrs.
Bud Veregge and Mrs, Louis Hoan help Mri. Donald DeGroot tidy her
floor-to-ceiling library for tha organization’s “Parade of Homet” four

o B

fo begin et 11 a.m, on Fridny, Nov, 19. In oddition 1o the DeGrool resi- eccording to waoys and means chairman Mrs. Thomas Dillon., Refres

dence, the homes of Messrs. and Mmes. Gary Cadwallader, Raymend ments will ba served at the final siop on the tour.

larson, John Robinsen, Peter Pinson, and Al Cutler will be on display. (Register photo by C‘}f Muille

The Villa Park Women's League
' presents its fourth mnual

! pARADE OF BOMES &
/- & COUNTRY FAIR

Mg

To Benefit Library, Safety i 1
and Philanthropic Fund

Villa Park
Women’s League
Scholarships

The Villa Park Women's League

annually grants scholarships to Villa

Park residents who are high school

seniors regardless of the high school

) attended. Applications may be ob-
| tained from Mr. Finlayson at Villa
Park High School beginning March 15,

\ 1981, and must be returned by April

15, 19%1. Applications may also be
obtained by calling Virginia Woidneck

Is your bife working safe > | uisowieni
Did tis boys bike have

N\ /. Both hand brakes
o Lorking’

@ 2 /4 rejlector?
S (
"

3

ibrary’ ame front, Lisa
NDERS - Winners of The Library’s summer reading garge are, in ,
ﬂk Melanie Takata, Lori Bosse, Bryan Smith and Michael McGowan. Also

Jeannie Holmes. (News-Times photo by Rick Vallens)

VILLA PARK'S SUPER WORD W
and Sharon Takata, and in bac
winning, but not shown here, was

Villa Park Reading
Program Concluded

The Time-Trek Summer week after school was oul in
Reading Program at the Villa June
Park Library has come 1o a Enthusiasnl gnd interest
close. 172 children par-_ shown this year was extremely
ticipated during the entire gratifying to the entire
summer, starting the first Library, Staff. A special
showing of “Bedknobs and
: Broomsticks"™ was held in the
nNEwW TIMES Community Room this after-
i B LIS noon as a special reward for
NEH I EHBEL &/ all children who had read four
ey T or more books. There was an
’ TS attendance of 125 present, for
the movie and the presenta-
tion ol awards to the outstan-
ding participants for the
summecr
Miss Lisa Takata was Lhe
first place winner, having
completed the Time-Trek
Timeline Game |13 times. Ina
close second and third posi-
tion were Sharon Takata and
Michael McGowan. Three
other Minalists were named
Jeannie Holmes, Melanie
- Takata and Bryn Smith, with
m special award for the
“"Hardesl, Longest’ Books
read being given to Lori
Bosse.

Scholarship
Winners

THE BICYCLE ROUNDUP WILL TELL YOU
SATURDAY 17 NovV. 9AM.- 3 PM. |

Villa Fark #igh School , parking 1ot | Lesise Brerett
.Bicycle saftey films- safety inspection RS
-safe riding course and Awards - O

A Schwinn SHing-ray and Other prizes
See yourself on Vidio tape
SPONSORED BY':

Jhe Villa Fark Women’s league

[oster (bniest AT FLEM. ScHooLS and
CERRO VILLA JR HI. - JUDGING O NoV. 9
- _ PRIZES FOR FACH SCHOOL
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First Anmversary
of Modern Priscillas

The Modern Priscillas of Viila Park
celebrated thelr first anniversary as
an orzanization last evening with &
brilllant reception at the Parl Club
Fouse, to which eighty guests re-
sponded.

The club hall was tastefully decor
ated with a canopy of pepper boughs
and the beautiful handiwork of

advantage.

A pleasing musical program HE
rendered, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs - Collins,
and the Misses Hughes Lal:un[j pa:t.
Mrs. James ~Willlamson Paul ‘of Los
Angeles, aﬁpenred in t1wo
numbers with her usual grace and
dignity,

Dellcious frult punch
with Ice cream and cake.

A novel feature of the affalr was
the snowy club birthday cake with [te
single candle. This was cut at *he
conclusion of the program by the
me‘-i-ient Mrs. Ethel Robb,
sampled by each person present. The
"bah}r'nlmw”mas a_ very ‘Interesting
occurrence, but it-was® impuﬂmble to
decide which was the proudest grand
mother present.

Much credit is due the
for the delightful occasion ol
evening and for entertaining in
manner the many
old members of the

JMﬂqe_Z}g

Article writéen b
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was servel

Priscillas
last
suc:
A cordial
well as
munity.
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“A House Specializing in Draperies”

308 N. MAIN ST
SANTA ANA, CALIF
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the §
club for -the past year, was displayed |
in the shape of embroidery and lacé}
which adorned the walls to splencid §

reading |

and wac §i

new 1=

N?

Prlamlla Club
Holds Merry Part

A D@ '\[udnn Plhrlili Club Lli_].u"nu
'lm !llnn'l.f*i.tjun 1r"ri1'!|.I]P'-lIJ}"' in 1}]'1{‘#
of the Tegular aftérnoon mnﬂtm" they
were enterta fred with 1101 luck din-
ner .lt noon witll ,[]‘.‘: 'iﬁ.’m Pnpplww*l’
as hmhﬂaq and Mrs.” Geo [""!I'Ilkr'r .u.u-'r
[Inn Hapselman assisting.

|
1 -

s,
The tables
snd o lovely red candle ¢
table.. -An
ner hour
lightful -meal the Lulu g left the uh]w
~and gathered near  the stove, for i.I1a=
: ~E‘~.{hﬂil m;_-: m Hw-r Elll‘l":ll’ﬂ'ﬂ ;1[15 ey

ey e e = 2 5 E’*l

li.ﬂt‘h*}-eﬂl tlm f'lllh muulzeq mﬂi
T-"”‘*"nnlv nrth P*rt}" and tlw ment‘ is
to with many happy
anticipations, . This dainty
Lnuw, little ‘ﬂh‘ es I-!“Hlf}f Hansel-
Tman -:md Vivian, Snnlr-;-, dmrrlhutuh
tTlE'n'THtf, tu..th-ﬁ 1:1:11:3:{ ﬁ.’i mﬂu_ t11c14

I'.-nl
~eq . were opened many- lm'ehf

were attractivegy spréac|
entered e )]
delightful din-

after the de-

nousually

Waua eljgo ||'ll]

-'a--i

1'-1".-"1.1- '.'”] [l’_.-l""u.lll’

- “ -
YEear EWO

3"
J

[.h“_lx
aiflg were [‘.‘it"ll' 1. : .
older “children |
and enjoy

neautl-

the
scliool
treat A
liad been prepar-

At three thirty

hrought [rom
ed thelr Christnas
ful tre; "l“ l.'I"r-'-.1'1';-I_*--'I.-~
cid by the hostess for theiv’pleasure |
After the children’s gills were ex-!
changed the ladies held an 'inri;lrn.n.-ﬁ.l
business meeting at which the nuqte'na'
ﬂmr the next mm:-turr annuumed "u[r.%,

e g e, 5, e F'I'i-

Yo s A.'IBEI'E{PII and Mrs. -r.I :M G;I}Egly:
il ierves wThe. Dextameeting swilk b b
', on rJani iw' 11 and will be & Tmt lHCI\I
dinner at' the hall. bt
Those present at this meeling W are |
ames J
Bru
Baker
J. M
Wwal 21§
Streed 1,

Were

L et

l:-;'.”.".l..i.l lll_
lIII-.'I.- | I,!, | i ,..!L" lams. ‘I,L‘_: T
' Homer

e LLong

Marzaret
! Allen alter
balier,
[ RANTE
Gillozly, . 0. Hanselman,
Rasch, Roy Wanien, Ao W,
ol :_:..,, 1] Coneey Ty 131 S0 1Y ani Ehie
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One of the oldest clubs in the
Orange area is the Modern
Priscilla Club of Villa Park,
organmized May 15, 1912.

Lucy Tipple read a history of
the club when the group cele-
brated its 50th anniversary at
a lovely tea held In the
Orange Assistance League Club-
rooms.

According to Mrs. Tipple, the
club name was taken from a
magazine, devoted to patterns
and advice on fancy work. The
10 young women making up the
charter membership were all
interested in handwork of some

FI

J

harsday, Getober 14, 1943
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Modern Pl'iﬁ(‘é]lﬂ. club

monthly

ih

of Villa Pai
planned a Christmas project during

luncheon meeting -yesterda

held at the Center drive home of Mr

Myrtle Holditch.

Each young man in Villa Park wh

is in the armed forces w

a Christmas gift

holiday season a three

gcription to Orange Dally News

club

Christmastide the

game way..

from the

11l recelve

months’

i
kd

club thi
su!

Las

remembere
the servicemen from Villa Park in th

‘Mrﬂ Rnhert Gruham president pre
mdmg over a short business session
announced that the November meetin
at the hom

of the unit will be held a
of Miss Margaret
North Orange street.. ' §

Following .the luncheon hnul

Holditeh,

204l

th_

club friends f‘WI‘ﬂtE a Rﬂllﬂﬂ “Robi
chEEI letter to an ﬂssncnte Mls J.A

Ber gen.

"She incurred a fl"lf:;mml hi)

when she slipped on a rug in her hom

several days ago.
ASSISTS HOSTESSES

Mrs. Holditech and her
Mrs. J. N. Adams,
their hostess duties by
daughter,

welre

Miss Gwen Holditceh.

cohostesse:

assisted

the formei

i

Bowl

of garden flowers lent a fall atmo:

phere to the
meeting.

-huesta welmmpd were

*BUIHE of | Spriﬂgfleld Maqs

WIru

country hoimne for the clu

‘Robei
a ‘siste:

,In-Iaw of ‘Mrs.iJ.°N. aﬁdama and Mrs

ngﬂ "Robb of Orange'P

charter member of the club,

in May, 1912.
Club associates
ditch unui Alrs.
Margaret Holitch
and Mesdames Homer E
rence Collins, Frank H

Holditeh, Ro, -t
Nichols, JJ. S8 M
K~

-"- m_'- _

Modern Priscilla Club Boasts
Much Activity In Past 50 Years

Mrs. Tipple says. On one occa-
sion, the three young sons of one
hostess invited all their class-
mates to go home from school
with them to thel: mother's
party. On another oceasion, a
hostess discovered, after the
meeting, that her children were
breaking out with chickenpox.
The (10 or more children who
had attended with their mothers
were all exposed to the diseasec
and in due time came down
with 1f.

Special attention has always
been given fo the birthday meet-

feted by Mrs
Adams wer
and Elizabeth L
L.ay
Collins, C
Crawilord, Bronson Holditch,

ninestay

Park ‘Acr es,

e the Miss

Baker,

H

I

founde

Georg
Graham, H.
S. W. Mo

Towns

B ENTERTANG
AT COLDNIAL PARTY

VILLA PARI, Mar. 1.—The Mﬂd-!
ern Priscilla " 'club members = with|
their husbands and friends as spe-!|
cial guests met at the hall on Fri-
dav evening and had one of their

jolly celebrations. All were asked
to come in Colonial costume so when
the crowd had gathered there were
a number of Colonial costumes, Jap-
pnese,” . Gipsies, - Yama-yamas and
farmers as almost everycne entered
into this part of the program.

The evening chosen being midway
between Valentine day and Wasi-
inston's birthday decorations suit-
abla for both occasions were used.
The opening at the {front of the
stage was draped with a tennis net
in which was stuck red geraniums
and green leaves and was outlined
with large and small red hearts
while the large flag was hung at the
back in full view. Red geraniums
and ‘flags ~were uaad in . the main
'hﬂ'll AT :

:‘.I 'I'"'"I ey i Yo ey
4 hp i -\-‘. F 1 T-'-a- idicde i s ;
_"- BN ad i - E—_ wew W T AT ] 'i|l|. i ¥
APEsnEoTam aArronsed Lol ]
1 |
"I'-...- - L B
- J.,_le'f:__u

in¥ed by all as

iy C il = b
Li L= ar 1

and it L
sS0mea UI'DTRSas Wer
sOring and all had to :*:'r'.' an er
Core, The program follows: "ﬁJl
Fenn' Field: Reading, Mrs. C. A. Pal
mer: Solo, Mrs, H. D. Nichols
Quartette. Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Nich
ols and Miss Adams and Mr. Field.
! The hit of the eveninZ was the en

core given by e Qunartette whicl

was a parody on® ‘Wait for the Wasz

nn.” ‘As buggies and wagons are ¢
thing of the past in some communi
ties, Mrs. Nichols changed the ol
words to sumit the times and the fol
ijowing was the result and the clul
can now c¢all it their song:

Will you come mth me, Priscilla:
dear,

To vonder County Park

Where boating is delicious

And we will have a lark?

Tis every Sunday morning

When I am by your s:uie

We'll jump into the Lizzi

And all take a ride.

My Lizzie has the rattles
And a defective clutch

The tank's in poor condition
Of paint there isn't much,
But listen to my story

1t will relieve my hea.rt,
So jump into the Lizzie
Altho’ we may not Start

‘Do vou believe, Priscillas dear,

‘An old man with a Hup

Or even a Pierce-ArTow

. Could keep your ardor up?

We'll have a little Ford

Absorbers for its jar

And I will erank our Lizz

While you can push the ear.

The mmalnder of the evening wasc
spent in guessing -games and con |
tests and judging by the shouts anc '|
I‘I‘Ilf;htPf every one was thoroughl)
enjoying themselves.

Refreshments of cheese sand
wiches. cake and coffee Were server
and disappeared like II'I:',‘L-"%;"iiZ and th
party broke up by midaight.

Those in attendance were DMisse
Elizabeth Lee, Nellie Adams, Susa
Collins, Margaret Holditch and Elsi

Wuif of Apaheim; Mr. and Mr
Tohn Holditch and Gwendolyne,; M
and Mrs. W A. Knuth and Margars
and Barbara, Mr. and Mrs, L. D
long and Lois; Mr. and Mrs. W. 1
Adams Siand chlmﬂ. "and  Clarénce
Mr. and ;Mrs. J..B. Handy 2nd Zeld
Owen ‘and :Bruce, Mr. "and | Mrs. - £
Leichtfucs .and Harvey, " Wilfre
and Lawrence; Mr. Fenn Field an
Veasrs and Mesdames J. Ragan, |
0, Field: J. M. Gillogly, F. 0. Ha
selmann: C. A. Palmer, H. D. NI
ols. and J. R. Smith of San Ju
Capistrano with their guests Mr, a
Mrs, Smith.

kind — crocheting, knitting, em- ing in May and to the Christ-
broidering — which they pur- mas party. On the 35th birth-
sued at their weekly meetings day of the club, a luncheon was
on Wednesday afternoon. No one held in the old Villa Park Hall,
was permilted to join who had which was beautifully decorated
a child older than 16, fm:' the 0CCasION. i sagki et
Miss “Margaret Hnldltch,,club =“During -recent .years, several
treasurer has held cthat® m‘[u:e memhers have culcbratcd _their
for more than 40" }feaxs The * Golden" Wedding anniversaries.
club has had 123 different mem- * For many years, two luncheon
bers but never more than 30 meetings a month were enjoyed.
at one time. Now, the members get together
During the early years, many only once a month for a dessert
meetings were given over to and meeting,
bridal and baby showers as Charter members of the club
well as housewarmings for mem- were Flﬂr'r-nce Clayton, Eliza-
bers moving new  homi heth Copenhaver, Clara DeLong,
Much attention was given to .,Hr' Bess Gillozly, .I vy Hardy, Myr-
birth of a first grandchild. tle Holditch, Elizabeth Lu‘ El-
acion=-. fie Nelson, Ethel Robh
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Viila Park News

I Mrs. Thos. Zweifel Phone 1198

The Priscilla club of Villa P:lrfc,.l
cne of the oldest ciubs in Dmngef

county, met Wednes dru
S. W. Morrow of

with Mrs. |

Serrano road for

MODERN PRISCILLAS i i R ). - o e
l bd ., a ‘ i vis 5 SRH ST Wy 8 EORIEPS ' B e T el 2 dessert luncheon served at 1:30|
[;AEED J‘E -;5 Bty ) RS Rk 2 )l w M . Dol T p. m. Floral decorations consisted |
q. , , 1] f 1__.'-. £ _': - 3 !.." § I-: £ . -I LF \ L P , Df 1(}1;911- 11[‘}“1[3 orOWD sweet P
lfli AT B[A‘L} .....i -t i) ; - -.. .;_ : ) t.,: AR | - (s )Y . ! . _ _I _ : : \ | | o B4l et I]L-_ih t

with red shades predominating.
One of the main features of the ;
neeting was the revision of the
| club by-laws written 35 years ago

' In looking through the old secre-
| tarial books many items of inter-
est were discovered, among thr:ru'll-
being a set of minutes written in |
poetry by the late Liss LElizabeth!
Lee. The annual birthday meetinz'

| (this Dbeing the 35th) was dis

saturday evening the Modern Pri-
scilla started out for one of their
“grand good times" on an all nizht
and day camp at San Juan beach, A
number of mothers, sisters and cous-
ins, besides the husbands were invited
to round out the party, and with a |
full moon, a fogless morning, good
bathing and a generous supply of good
things to eat, for which the club is
famniuﬁ[_ dﬂD one who went was dis- (cusszed and it was voted to have
appointe lhe anniversary in the form of a
! Between 35 and 40 sat down by the A, : 3 - = : home-coming tJr be IL‘ f11:
Picheor the aite fars ¢ - = ' P -] Ty . , | ng to be held at 11h.11
g e ps, to a hot sup- ¥ g - Ul 2 L PHL hall M 15 Pl
per, complete in ‘every detail witn | —— | L e i £ A : 2 S spiaive |
fried chicken, green corn boiled In ; s | : £ a3c § nmde tQ try.and contict all absent
sea water, roast sweet potatoes and e & ' : P wembers and all Inactive men-
too many olher things to mention R e R ' % AN | bers and all are 1”“1“1“" t'“"v‘“'ﬂ
half of the En:ht—waa spent around MISS VI'H Pﬂrk Pﬂgﬁ'ﬂnt , p | 2 | .-'?": d _ : |welt_‘ntned by the .cluh were Alre, |
'1.;, -lglg;?.“?ﬁ.:::a”"E]'m {:ffﬂgzﬁ',f”{ﬁﬂ {J.nt] .#;esmﬂfn Boatright is Miss Villa Park for 1978. % N 7 TR | Madge Christensen and_Mrs. Wal-
Enﬁll ﬂlll “-'p[i;_'- T wid Ei-:ppﬁb qi_l;ﬂp Caﬂe;n;.;:-mg:::;?ﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁ Villa ?J;;:rri Pafeanr was he.’::;g:sr hweeknf'n the Chapman __ : Rl | ter Adams,. with Mrs.! Christensen
e eepy Some rium, The event was sponsore the Vi . i TR ) A ing : N moe . v
had tents, but most of them League. A L Llla Park Womens . 1 N IE[‘;L?I?HSE :'1' DE\; 111-::111115-1. e uc
: ORI Y fex ) : - : E 1@ list © smbers precent |
their quilts Indian fashion, rolled up Miss Boatright was chosem from a group of seven finalists including Kim Valerie | the ”-L.t..b-.l TL[L :}I.i m[t EN
Hauber, Darby McRie Allen Piper who was chosen second runner-up, Jan Laurine SR e e 4

In It and slept beneath the stars In
the open. The chlldren, of whom w Fischle, Leslie Diane Hatton who was voted Miss Congenialty, and Jennifer Susan the _lif.'1jstn,‘ee:;, DMrs: o Si O Wa
Warren. Photos by Bill Green cud Mesdames Roy Ad

first

took

Wwal'e
Rohhb,

' there were several,, the youngest be- slarrow

yIng 11 _mopnths,” took /to the life 1lke TS . ams, C. O. Thomson, J. H. Morn:
ducks "to \water./sTHey ¢had <a “goo | * ' . Ingstayr, Homer DBaker, Carl Craw-
time, and let everybody .else have thi , ford. Otto Ulslch. Myitle H v
gnme, f[lﬂ would be ERDEL‘tE{] of Pri- . ; . T Od, : _. *‘1.. ‘ A 1‘ Oiiv 001,
acilla chlldren): _ : ol ||T“"' Tl} Adams, Robert Graham, A,
They were argeeably surprised . 10 Hughes, Bronseon Holdltel, |
next morning by the vislt of a “ser § | Frank [Tarold Brewer. |
vice” car wilh the Sunday papers, An \ | Howard Gasdner, George ( ,ntllm!.
all went home that night happy and Lawrence, Collina and, Frapk Nua-
with the wigh that every mem lefnmiraes s v Gl Nghae 1 e
might be present next lime FERRTR v bl ek o ey "'!:

t..l.,:l.i.L['l‘-:r

'*-1“‘-'h
dl.., Ny ]



Present Members .
May 9, 1962 In Memoriam

Charter Members Mrs. Georgia Adams St

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY Mrs. Nellie Adams | A dorng es GRS JTIEEE. 047
May 15, 1912 Mrs. F“FE Baker Emuﬂ_ﬂduns.m""“m"“.ﬂuh._“""d,"_"“““.UIUJE

Mrs. Bessie Bergen EmmalAllan e .. 1800

Mrs, Hazel Brewer Maggie BOden ..o i?}j}g
Mrs. Florence Clﬂ}'tﬂn Mrs. Lucile Brubaker Annde Caldwell L. o i temsaes q-----—---‘----lgﬂz

. . - * 1. SLAE Jessie Carrik Bk I Sk e AL
U‘JlOdehm CphLSC[QQa OQUb Mrs. Elizabeth Copenhaver Mrs. Vida Collins :"\{:uim- Eﬁmﬁﬁmm S T R S - ] 044

Mrs. Frances Collins Ellen CrowellRiie (8= S & ool O U 1925

Mrs. Clara Del.ong Mrs. Martha Crawford Ve Dimbaneh PP (L NRURR & SWRNEEL ] 01

Mrs. Agnes Cruzen Ella Englehard ey 1025
' e . . - h ’ Jdla ngle AT AL et o s o
06 Mrs. Bess Gfl]ugij. Mrs. Lora Gardner Vera Coetsch i.ovommesicrresiiians - e omes ememens Unknown

Irs Mrs, Elsie Graham . May Handy ...1949
Mrs. May Handy sie Grahan : ay Hand
A 4 ] Mrs. Anna Holditch Erma Howe ... 1949

: fvrtle ‘to 8. LilviHolditc hal AN L e ST ) e (g1
Q)LQQCI CPah{Q Mrs. Myrtle Holditch Mrs. Lily Holditch Sr g | T ML 1940
: . Miss Margaret Holditch 9

Miss Elizabeth Lee Mrs. Mvrtle Holditcl Erma Lee ...ocmuemtciomsuiesmasmiesssccsssragsgueseesemennensad 94
i ‘i ICie 1014aitchy Flsio Leichtiuss —eeeeeem e ascssnmmacssase snvensnse 1801

Mrs. Effie Nelson \[}rlrg Madge Hughes Mcs G sbbct: Livingetonalis, VLT LA 1060
Mrs. Bonnie Morningstar o I O 1050
Mrs. Ethel Robb L Linna Momingstar ...... J

Mrs. Eunice Nichols Mary MUrdock .ommmmmmne s 1940
Mrs. Queenie Strickland Mrs. Mary Robinson Madge Newcomb ........ B S .-.-UIL{UE:W'E
Mrs. Olga Rosenau Elizabeth Perkdaee o i X0 0l e 104

Mrs. Clara Shadowen Bess H‘15c§1 WA SRITIE).. JE AP )
Mrs. Marjorie Talmage Queenie Strickland ... oy "”‘“_liﬂl
Mrs. Lucy Tipnle Balla THOMSON "t o e i e e ] B0

: : Edythe Thomson R it el 19-43
May 9, 1962 Mrs. Josephine Tritt Tk freiniy L B

Mrs. Clara Ulrich Ceraldine Williamson s Unknown
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| . : : ' ker. Margaret hos served
MEMORIES — Locking over a scrapbook Lucille Bruba
" of the Modern Priscilla Club of Yilla ~~ as treasurer of the club for 40 years and

. Park. which they have kept for 50 years, |} both she "and Myrtle are charter mem-

1% are (from left to right) Miss Margaret " bers. Mrs. Brubaker is current president

I 'Holditch, Mrs. Myrtle HuHTh:h‘::ingl_‘n‘?‘n:’_:;. a L of. ‘Ihﬂi club.. o -,J.:_.I;-_;;;fEREEi-‘-'B*‘ Pl'_":"?}

EEADQUARTERS
4lst Station Hospital
camp Barkeley, Texzas

The Mcdern Priscilla Club
¢/o Miss Margaret dolditech

25%% North Glassell Street

NATIONAL WAR WORE COUNCIL

41s4 Station Hoepital ' ARMY AND NAVY
Camp Barkeley, Texas

November 22, 1942&— Yuung Men's Christian Association

WITH THE COLORS

The Modern Priscilla Club
c/o karge-et Holditzch
253> North Glassell Street

Orange, Calif) rnia

— ,..r;
My dear ladies, ‘Ffdg : ‘
L ¢ /

Or should I say "idear mombers”. But that would make me fenl that 1 rad Eb)‘. j;fildﬂ ‘/
not given up my membership in the Modern Friscillas and I assure you that 1 &6& /a/'/{g(? M |: & . FM .

gave that up when I graduated from the Villa Perk Grammer Schools However, 1

think I use to take in ths "alumnse"” meetings each summer at the Brewer cotiage
while still in high schools

I wish 4o thank each end everyone cf you for the thoree month subscription
to ths Orange Dally News. It is a great pleasurs to g2t the homes town paper wnen
go far from thare, and to be able ito keep track of the goings and comings of those

we know and love best.

At present I'm & member of what in the army is referred o as "a numbered

hosoitals That means that it has no special logcation and to De more spacific we
have 1o hospital until we take a ride in a boate But there is plenty for us to

do in an administrative way, hospital or note The boys attend classes at & central
point hers as there are aaveral of these hospital units snd acms of them get actual
experisnce in the post station hospital. ' The medical officers for the most part

ar= urderatudies at the pnst station n2i3pital and that leaves us (the Medical

Adminiztra+ive Officers) to keep track of all the paper work the army demends.

’ Lat me thank you aga’n for the cuogeription and chould any of you care to
drop

=s a line, I woula be wery glac to hear from ycuUe.

Sincerely jours,

2 b .
AU Lt F{O V)idlot
Lanrence Z. Hicholas

e

2d Lt, Med.Adn C
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Sit back for a moment
and picture stately rolling
hills reaching to the Pacific
Ocean, bounded by moun-
tains to the north, a
winding creek to the west
and Red Hill to the east.
One can easily imagine the
reverence Spaniard Juan
Pablo Grijalva mus: have
felt as he looked out over
the land that now holds
Orange County.

In 1801 Grijalva petition-
ed the King of Spain,
requesting a tract of land
to pasture his cattle and
horses. Although there is
no proof that Grijalva
actually held rights to the
land, his son-in-law Don
Jose Antonio Yorba and
grandson Juan Pablo
Peralta were officially
granted the land in 1810,
And so the famous Rancho
Santiago de Santa Ana
came into being. '

The Yorba family control-
led most of the land during
the 19th Century, but by
the last quarter outsiders
began to find their way into
the area. By 1875 two
major tracts of Villa Park
had been formed. The
Lotspeich tract consisted
of 635 acres to the south of
Santiago Blvd., and the
Gray tract was to the
north. Villa Park, however,
did not become a recogniz-
able comunity until the
1880s.

The Mountain View
school was established in
1880 with four pupils, one
of them only four years
old! Soon they had 20,
though, and moved to a
new building with all of two
rooms.

A post office was finally

Opened in 1888 at the
home of B.C. Barber near
Center and Lincoln. Inter-
estingly, the name Villa
Park was used only as a
postal address at the time,
since Mountain View, the
name by which the area
was known, was already a
postal address in Northern
California. Soon after
opening, the post office
was moved to the Adams
Store at Center and Villa
Park.

T'he area grew steadily,
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Courtesy of Alice and Jay Cornelison
Villa Park Grocery Store, Katella and Wanda. Torn

down 1969 to widen Katella Avenue.

with families as far away as
the British Isles moving in
to take advantage of the
pleasant climate and
diversified opportunities.

One of Villa Park’s
highlights, certainly, came
in 1962 when the city was
incorporated. The old
cliche that good things
come in small packages
rings true in this case --
Villa Park began as the
smallest town in Orange
County, with a population
of 830 and situated on 2.6
square miles. After much
consideration, the Orange
County Planning Depart-
ment adopted a basic
concept of one-half acre
lots for the new city.

The old City Hall, built in
1904 on Villa Park Road,
had been used since 1964,
but it quickly became
overcrowded and out-
dated. Finally, the city
purchased one-half acre at
whnat is now the Villa Park
Shopping Center, and a
new City Hall, which also
houses the library, was
opened in 1972,

In the spring of 1970, the

L

{5l

Villa Park Shopping Cen-
ter was opened along
Santiago Blvd. A few of the
original businesses are
intermingled among the
more than 40 merchants
and professionals that now
complete the Center.

The close-knit commu-
nity atmosphere, so dear
to Villa Park residents, has
seemed to prevail over the
inevitability of population
growth. And grown it has!
By January of 1975, there
were more than 6,000
residents, quite an in-
Crease from the 830 of 13
years earlier.

While some refer to Villa
Park as the “Bel-Air of
Orange County,” and
others call it “rural sub-
urbia,” most likely the
majority of residents think
of their town as a very
special home.

Editor’s Note: Our special
thanks to Louise Booth,
author of Villa Park:
Then And Now, and the
Villa Park Historical
Society. (Photos from
Villa Park: Then And

C ourtesy of Levora Smith
Villa Park Road.
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VILLA PARK GROCERY

J FRED A. RODGER, Prop.
STAPLE AND FANCY GROCERIES
DRY GOODS, NOTIONS & DRUGS
= PHONE ORANGE 67-J S8 = Ssuidaian
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Villa Park éity hall serﬁscéhmﬁniﬁy well

=

by Linnea Lagerquist

Villa Park’s city hall, located on Katella Ave, (or Villa Park Road,
as some old=time residents Insist) has seen it all,

Presently housing Villa Park city offices, the false-fronted edifice was
| originally built in 1904 as a social hall, Previously, the Villa Park Com-
- munity church and the two-room Mountain View School were utilized for
| this purpose,

Unfortunately, neither bullding was suitable for dances or gatherings,
according to an anonymous local historian,

. A lew other local residents began canvassing the community in 1903
for support of the then=proposed hall, forming the Villa Park Hall
Assoclation, .

Mrs, Amelia Durfee virtually donaled the one-third acre which the
hall now occupies, deeding the parcel (described as *100 feet East and
Weslt by 145 feet North and South in the South West Corner of the South
kast quarter of Lot No, 3, Lotsplech & Company's Tract'") to W.H,
MacDonald, D,W, Gruwell, and H,T, Thomson as trustees.

Construction, all of it done by hand, was begun in September 1904
by Charlie Kouth and R.V, Durfee, Men of the community pitched in and
the ladies often brought lunch and coffee to the workers, much like
4 house-building party,

Controversy surrounded building of stage

““The design and construction of the stage and dressing rooms led to
a great deal of discussion,” notes the historian, “and some ob jections;

a few felt it was not proper to have a stage at all.” The stage curtain
was pald for by selling advertising space on it to local merchants,

When the hall was finished » complete with a cafeteria-style kitchen,
members of the community commenced raising money to finish paying
for it,

“‘Probably one of the most effective means of raising money,’”’ comments
the historian, *'was through box socials, The young ladies would do their
best to make up the most attractive locking box with the best pie and
cake inside, The young men, and some not so young, would bid the price
up as the auction started, I remember one young man who had sold a
calf for 315,00, buying three boxes with the money,

“Competition for certain young ladles’ boxes was fast and furious,
One such box social brought in $150,00,"*

Hall deeded to water company

Since by 1914 the commuaity had experienced some attrition in popu=
lation, the trustees proposed that the hall be deeded to **what was then
the Serrano Water Company, now the Villa Park Mutual Water Com-
pany,'"” The property was transferred on November 19, 1915, with the
stipulation that the building be kept in good repair and that members
of the community be allowed to use it cost-free,

In 1946, another issue emerged, The Villa Park Hall was by then in h
need of remodeling; also, Villa Park Elementary School had no audi- -
torium. Faced with such a conflicl of interests, the people decided to :
bulld the auditorium and use it for community meetings instead of re-
novating the hall,

Between that time and the Incorporation of the City of Villa Park, the
Hall has been used once by some E1 Toro Marines who staged a dance.
The structure then stood virtually unused until incorporation approxi-
malely nine years ago.
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When Villa Park residenls drive past this bullding on
Kalella Ave. wesl of Sanliago Creek lhey somelimes look
Iwice. In this dav of mulli=milllon dollar edilices and
sophislicaled archileclwe, VP's 67-year-old cily hall

remains ene o the oldest In Orange Counly.
ORATLE pholo by Mayflep

67 YEARS OF
SERYICETO YP
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RISCILLA CLUB OF VILLA PARK was organizec ;
{giémgggiﬂgioup of young women who met regularly until 1972;
a span of 60 years. The Club was named after a popular

needlework magazine of the time.

] d
. s included a business agenda, refreshments an
2iiﬁéggentertainment or information on topics of cuzgggzl
i prnvided.bg Ehi'm?Tpers'suZ£f§§ ;izzigiéznd beach
which included families, _ _

§:$2§Z§. Involvement in community aff31TS'WH§ anfﬁgpgzgant
part of the Club's activities, especially during e
world wars. The members gave blood and sent ma%%.pa;mbir—
and letters to young men in the armed f?rCES.Th. E:ﬁzmen
ship never exceeded 30 members at one time. tﬁse e
were a close-knit group of friends and shared the Sp%'rths
events of each other's lives - birthdays, weddings, D1 .

anniversaries and later, sadly, deaths.

Priscillas did not disband until 1972 and the
ﬁiggggggrihﬁﬁmen's League was founqed.in 1969,_th§ League
is, in many ways, the spiritual heir of the Prlﬁglllas, .
serving as the hub of social life, activities an cammuni y
service in Villa Park. The League was, therefore, great Yd
honored by the gift of all of thermlnute;bogks,'recayds an
correspondence of the 60 years of the ?r15c1lla S ex1s§§nce.
These papers were given to the League 1n 1982 by one ©
the Priscillas’ founding'members,'Mrs.ZMyrtle'Holdltch,
To ensure that these unique documents would be preserved
and made available to local historians the;Wamen‘s League
is placing them in the keeping of the Special Cﬂllect}nngl
of the University of California at Fullerton. The Priscilla
documents are currently being used by a graduate student
for a research paper on women's organizations.
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